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Rector:    Rev. Baden Stanley          087 9484407 
Parish Office:    286 2968      
email:  christchurchbray@gmail.com  
website: bray.dublin.anglican.org 



THE CHURCH'S MINISTRY OF HEALING  
 & the National Association of COMPASS 

Co-operation of Minority Religions & Protestant Par ent Associations (Post Primary)  

 

SEMINAR PREVENTING SUICIDE 
SUPPORT AND CARE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE THROUGH 

TOUGHTIMES 

SPEAKER DR. TONY BATES 

FOUNDING DIRECTOR OF HEADSTRONG MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMME FOR YOUNG 
PEOPLE 

THURSDAY 5th NOVEMBER 2009 AT 7.30 P.M. 
CHURCH OF IRELAND COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
96 UPPER RATHMINES ROAD, DUBLIN 6 

further information please contact: 

Avril Gillatt : 059 8624974 - Hon. Sec. Diocesan Committee of Church's Ministry Healing or Patricia O'Malley: 
0402 37018 - Hon. Sec. COMPASS 

ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND 

��������	
�������
�������� A new diocesan advice and 
support centre for those unemployed, facing unemployment or thinking of a 
change in career has been set up.  There is no charge for use of the facilities, 
assessing materials, using laptops, etc.  Individual career interviews can be 
arranged with one of our panel of advisors and for this option there will be a 
charge, with the proceeds going towards the centre’s costs.  This Centre is 
based in Taney Parish Centre, Dundrum and will be open on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday afternoons from 2.00pm – 5.30pm from the 1st 
September.  Phone 01-2984705 or JUST CALL IN. 
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Brownies 1973 –if you can you help with these names please contact Shirley in the 
Office.        Photo: Pam Couse 

Brownies 1974 
Back Row visible:  Pam Elliot(Brown Owl), ?, Dorothy Corson, Claire Franklin, Audrey 
Sutton.Front Row: Jenny Lawrence, Caroline Ging, Karen Howther, Cindy Sutton, Claire 
Keegan, Jenny Large, Tory Murdoch.     Photo: Ian Keegan 
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Fearfully and wonderfully made!   When the early European settlers in 
Australia sent the carcass of an unusual animal they had discovered to the 
Museum of Natural History in Australia, the British scientists assumed it was an 
elaborate hoax.  What they had been sent seemed physiologically impossible.  
What we now call the ‘duck-billed-platypus’ caused quite a sensation.  Even 
classifying it was difficult, it was born as an egg (reptile) and yet the young 
suckled their mother (mammal).  Having finally accepted that this creature was 
genuine they developed a whole new classification of monotreme. They later 
discovered that there was another creature in this group of monotremes called 
an Echidna (not dissimilar to a porcupine or a large hedgehog, but, like the 
platypus, one orifice for reproduction and waste disposal.  Having stood and 
seen both these unique creatures, albeit in captivity (they are both very shy of 
humans) I am reminded again of the wonder and uniqueness of God’s creation.  
There are so many different animals in Australia (most of whom will kill you as 
soon as look at you).  Even their birds are unique and have such amazing deep 
colours.  As a family we took much of our time appreciating the richness of 
diversity in nature.  The kids knowledge of these creatures is practically 
encyclopaedic.  One of the highlights from the trip was a night-time safari to the 
zoo in Singapore.  Walking along low-lit pathways, hearing and seeing 
magnificent creatures at night time again provided a fascinating opportunity to 
appreciate the wonder of God’s imagination. 
 
I have always loved Psalm 139.  Indeed I usually give new parents ‘homework’ 
of reading this Psalm as they are filled with the wonder and exhaustion of 
family life.  This Psalm reminds us that we are fearfully and wonderfully made, 
that we were ‘knit together in our mother’s womb’ and that there is nowhere we 
can go, but that God’s light and love shines on us.  Truly amazing, truly 
awesome and yet too often swept aside by low self-esteem, despair and self 
loathing.  This Harvest Season is a wonder-full reminder that we are made in 
the image of God Himself and that He is thankful for us.  Enjoy the harvest 
season.  Baden. 
 
Sympathy:  We extend our heartfelt sympathy to all who have been bereaved 
in recent days and weeks.  To Avril West (who works for Colliers) on the death 
of her father, Willie; to Catherine Boyd on the death of her friend Phyll; to the 
family and friends of Florence Hilliard who was a great blessing to this parish 
family since she and her late husband, Denis, moved to Bray many years ago. 
 



 
Congratulations :  and best wishes 
to Tom and Betty Shields on their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary and to 
Bessie Lane on her recent 96th 
birthday. 
Well done to all three! 
Many of you will remember  Carol & 
David Reynolds daughter Alison  
who married David Meagher in 
Drumcondra.  Somehow news of 
the special day escaped us at the time.  Please Alison 
accept our belated best wishes. 
 

Harvest Services: Well done and thanks to all who made our recent 
 Harvest service such a success. To those who decorated the church so 
 beautifully, those who lead the worship and liturgy, and those who 
 helped distribute the fruit and veg to people who could not be with 
 us. A special word of thanks to Neil Fox who so generously donated the 
 fruit and veg from his shop, and to all who helped tidy up.  
 At our Friday evening service we welcomed back Alan and Liz Barr.  It 
was wonderful to meet with them again and catch up with news of how they are 
settling in to their new life in Sixmilecross and Termonmaguirk.  We used this 
occasion to present Alan with an academic hood (his choice!) along with a 
cheque and a special meaningful ladder - another brainchild of David Salmon. 
Liz received a lovely bunch of flowers along with a medal and a special Brasso 
presentation from the Sanctuary Guild.! 
 Something which we tend to take for granted was the excellent supper to 
end the evening.   Well done to one and all.  (See photos) 
 From the retiring collection at the Harvest Services a very pleasing figure 
of €853 is available for Overseas Aid. 

‘We will remember them’ 
 
An exhibition reflecting on images of World War 1 and World 
War 2 will be held in Christ Church Bray from Thursday, 5th – 
Wednesday, 11th November.   
 
We are looking for volunteers to be available during opening 
times (10.00am – 4.00pm daily) and also parishioners who 
may have family memorabilia from either of the two wars.  
Please speak to Baden as soon as possible. 
 
Further details next month. 
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In the September magazine I mentioned that one of our senior guides had gained her 
Chief Commissioner’s award and I have been asked to give a little more information 
about this. Aoife Ledwidge O’Brien set off in August with other senior branch mem-
bers to the Dingle Peninsula in Kerry. She had all she would need for a week in her 
rucksack - clothes, tent, cooking stove, map, compass - apart from food. The girls were 
divided into groups of two or three and were then given €5 per day each for supplies! 
Their task was to walk 60 kilometres from a drop off point to the final destination using 
only their wits and what they had with them. Not only this but they also had to com-
plete a diary of the journey and 8 projects which covered various topics looking at as-
pects of the local community. 
Aoife and her two companions completed the trek and tasks, and following assessment 
of the work they were all given their award. 
This year Aoife will be working towards her adult leader’s assistant warrant which 
would enable her to become a full leader within the Irish Girl Guides, as well as work-
ing for her leaving cert. In a couple of year’s time she may also decide to try for her 
Explorer Belt, which is similar to the Chief Commissioner’s award but could be any-
where in the world - they are told when they arrive at the airport!

 
 
 Aoife (centre) cooking at our unit camp this summer. 
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Do you need a really good worker to do block 
 work, rough digging or cut grass and hedges? 
  If so ring Paul at 086 3986993. 
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Confirmation 2010:    We have about 14 candidates for confirmation next year, 
once the Archbishop lets me know the date of the service we will be in touch 
with families about the classes. If you are interested in being part of this group 
please contact Baden ASAP. 
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Complete Funeral and Cremation Service 

 
The Collier Family will provide Personal 
Supervision and Guidance throughout 

All Funeral Arrangements 
 

Private Grounds – Peaceful Gardens – Parking 
Wedding Cars also available 

 
Telephone 272 0777 – 24 hours 

“Old  Conna’’,  Old  Connaught   Avenue, 



 
 

W  A  N  T  E  D!! 
 

Any old or unwanted Mobile Phones  
 

Would you like to help us help St. Andrew’s Na-
tional School Bray get an Interactive White Board 

for one of their classrooms? 
 

Please bring any unwanted mobile phones to 
Church and deposit in the box provided or give to 
any Mothers’ Union member. It’s a good way of re-

cycling as well as providing resources for the 
School. 

 
Many thanks 

 

 

 

Photos: Emily Green 
Val Keegan 



Do you remember Patrick Rooke 
growing up in the Rectory!  Now 
Dean of Armagh. 

Alan + Archbishop of Armagh 

 
���
������������
���������

�������
������������
���������

�������
������������
���������

�������
������������
���������

���� ����

�
���������	
���
� ����������
�
�
� ���������	
���	����
����
���	���
����	������
����� 	�����
������	���

���
����������������������
�����������������������	���� ���
������������	����	��
����
�������	������

���	����
�
������������������� ���������	
����
� ������������	��������	���

�������	�������	����

� ���
�������������	���

���

�������������������������	��������
������	��� �
������ ������

���
��������
�!�����������	�����	

��������	���
�
���	��
���	��� ��	������������	������
�"
��������������	
��	���	

����������������	��������� ���������������	�	�����	������
���������!	��
��	����	��������������������	�����
�� 	����
�����
� �
#����
���	���������$% �� �������	��	��	��	�������

�������	��&��'�������	��� ��	�� �
�	���	�����	�
���������(���������	���

����	�� ���� �������
�����	��	�)�	���&�����
�	���
��
���
�������������� ��������
�����	���
���� �������'�	�����	����

�������
��������
���������	��	
�
���������	���	
����������� �	���	�����
��
���
��������
�	

�������������	
��������
���������������*	����

 ������
��	�
�����������
�������
����	���������	��
�����
�������������
������������� ��
�)���������
���&������������
��
��������*
� ��	��	�	�����

������+�

�	����	���	��� "
�����
� +����������
���������
�����������������,
�����&�-� �
��"�
������������
�	��	��������
���
��./���	���	�����
��������	������ ������	�����
����0%���	���
	�
�"��!������������������	��	������������
�������� 	������������������������	��
��
	��
�����*���

������
�����������	�����������'�� �����������
���������) ��	��

�
���
�	���
�������
���������	����
�	������
���
�� ��	���	����
�
��
�����&��



��������	���������&�
�
+��������
�����������	���1���
������������
��	�
��� ������2���3�	��	��
��
��
��
��	���	�
���������	��	����	��
	����	�
����������	�� ���
�	��
���4
���
������

�"
�����

�����������	�5���������!���	���������	��	�
	 �����
!�
���������	�����
"
�	��
���
��
�����
����

��������1��������
���

���� ���
�
*���

�����	������������	

��	���������
����������
 ����	��	����	���	���������
	������	����������������	���������
�����
������	��� 

��������������
������
����
#���
����������
�������
�
������������������	���
��  ��	���
����
���

�

�����
�

�������	��	��	�	6����	��
�����
������
����
��
�� ���������������
����
���	����
�����	��	�����
����	����
�	
�1��
��	����
�������
�� �������
���
��������	�����
��	���	����
���	�
���������������	�����������	����� ��2
��
�	���
���������	������
2	���	���
7��������	�������
	���8	������� ��	��	�	� ��
�������
�������������
����

�������������	����������������
�������*���9	� ����&���	���	�	����
���������
��

��	�������������	�	�����
���������
����������!� �����
�����������	�
����
��	
����� ���	�������	
�
�������
���
�
�����������
 �	
����
�����������������������"
�
�����������	������
�
 ��
����	���	�	����
��

�����&���	������*���
�	���� �
����������	���������	
����
��
:
�&��

��������������
������*���
��������������
�� ����������������������
���
��
�	�
���������
���������	�
���
�������	������	��	 ����������	���������	���������
�
��	������������������	���	

���
�������	��

����	 ���

���	���
������:
�&��
��	�������������	���7
���
�
(�

��
����

��	����	�����
�����	�����������
�����
 ��
����	����&������������
� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � ����� �
�



 
Installation of Rev. Alan Barr, Rector of Six Mile Cross on 03.09.09  

 
 
We got away at 4.45pm, half a hour late. I was appointed navigator. This came 
as a challenge, a navigator without a map!. Driver Tom showed us his newly 
acquired SatNav. Getting there would be no problem. Tom drives and the 
SatNav lady gives him exact instructions.  
 
We headed up Killarney Road for the roundabout at Southern Cross. I thought 
the SatNav lady was sounding annoyed. She said right; we went left.  Against 
her advice we got on the M50 instead of going through Bray and Dublin at rush 
hour. She is very persistent however. When thwarted she says she is 
recalculating and then gives fresh instructions, leave the motorway for a cross 
city route. Around the airport she agreed our decisions and we had a nice run up 
to Monaghan.  Then it started up again – turn left, turn left. Left takes us towards 
Enniskillen!. We drove straight on. Frank reprogrammed SatNav and the lady 
now wanted us to take each minor turn right. My game was up;. no SatNag, no 
map. Ian came to the rescue. He passed up his AA route print off, which guided 
us on decent roads to SMX just in time for the service.  
 
Six Mile Cross is church, some houses, halls and green fields. The church is old, 
small but well kept within and without. It was filled by parishioners, supporters of 
Alan and a party of eighteen from Bray. His Grace the Archbishop of Armagh, 
Rev. Alan Harper, headed a large number of clergy and installed Alan as new 
rector of Six Mile Cross &  Termonmaguirk. Baden gave the sermon and spoke 
highly of Alan’s contribution to Bray parish over the past two miles.  
After the service we were seated for supper in a fine new Orange hall across the 
road. The ladies of the parish brought us selections of tea, sandwiches and 
dainties.  There were speeches, welcoming Alan, Liz and family to the parish 
and thanking all those who had preached and had kept the parish going during 
the vacancy. The Rural Dean is an old friend of Alan and gave us an account of 
Alan’s life in the Church Army. The ladies were thanked for their wonderful 
supper and the evening ended with the Archbishop bidding us safe journey 
home and Alan and Liz exchanging good wishes with everybody.   
           Bruce 



 
St. Andrew’s National School: 
 
Tuesday, 2nd September saw the culmination of ten years lobbying, negotiation 
and planning by members of St. Andrew’s school community come to fruition with 
the opening of a €5.1 million extension to our parish school.  Over 210 children, 
plus many parents and grandparents, marvelled at the size and quality of our new 
facilities which we share with New Court Special School.  Our enhanced facilities 
include four extra classrooms, four resource teaching rooms, ample office and 
storage facilities and an enlarged P.E./Assembly Hall.  This joint venture by the 
two schools was delivered within budget and on time.  Also included in the build 
was our proposed phase one of the refurbishment and upgrading of the existing 
schools, which opened in 1991.  We now have facilities which will meet the 
educational challenges for many decades to come.  Our thanks go to our 
Buildings’ Advisory Group comprised of staff, parents and trustees from both 
schools.  We are also grateful to our main contractor, Purcell Construction, under 
the expert guidance of their site foreman, Mr. Ray Gallagher, and also our Design 
Team, coordinated by Coady Partnership, our architects.  Parishioners are most 
welcome to visit the school by arrangement, 
 
We thank all those in the parish who have so enthusiastically supported us in our 
endeavours.  Our plan now is to complete the upgrade of the original school as 
expeditiously as possible. 
 
We welcome our twenty-four new Junior Infants and other new pupils to our 
school.  We will do our utmost to ensure that their learning experience in St. 
Andrew’s is both a happy and fulfilling one.  Also welcome to our staff are Ms. 
Wendy Kingston, who is teaching 2nd class, and Mr. David McGivern, who is 
working part-time in Language Support/Resource.  We hope that both colleagues 
will find the working and learning environment in St. Andrew’s friendly and 
supportive. 
 
Sadly we bade farewell to Ms. Elizabeth Slazenger who had worked in the area 
of Resource and Learning Support teaching for seven years.  Liz has moved to 
Arklow to set up a unit for pupils with autism.  On behalf of the school community, 
I thank her for her generosity in sharing her profound knowledge in the area of 
special education, she will be dearly missed.  We also wish Ms. Caroline 
O’Sullivan every good wish on her move back to Cork.  Caroline is another super 
teacher who was adored by her pupils and highly respected by parents and 
colleagues alike.  We also said goodbye to Ms. Mary Sewell who worked as a 
classroom assistant during our building programme.  Mary’s talents not only 
included an innate ability to promote literacy among our younger pupils but also a 
willingness to share her artistic talents with both pupils and staff.  We wish all our 
colleagues happiness and fulfilment in their new career paths.  
       Peter McCrodden, School Principal. 
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 BRAY CITIZEN’S INFORMATION CENTRE 
 
 
  Was set up to help people find out their entitlements 
and to point you in the right direction for help relating to: 
 
 Financial problems 
 Legal and Family problems 
 Education Grants  
 Tenancy Advice   etc 
 
3-4 The Boulevard  2860666  10—4.30 weekdays 
Quinsboro Road   Tues & Thur  7.30 - 9pm 
Bray           
 



Dates for Your Diary 
 
Sun, 4th Oct     8.30am Holy Communion 1; 11.00am Holy Communion 2. 
Mon 5th Oct     Bray Churches Together Evening of Welcome from 7.30pm – 8.30pm 
      in Upper Room Community Church, Main Street, Bray. 
Sun 11th Oct      8.30am Holy Communion 2; 11.00am Family Service. 
Mon 12th Oct      Mothers’ Union meeting at 8.00pm. 
Mon 12th Oct      Bray Churches Together Evening of Welcome from 7.30pm – 8.30pm 
in        Christ Church Bray. 
16th October- 21st October – Bray Churches Together Art Exhibition in Holy Redeemer 
       Church. 
Sun 18th Oct       8.30am Holy Communion 1; 11.00am Holy Communion 2. 
Mon 19th Oct       Bray Churches Together Evening of Welcome from 7.30pm – 8.30pm 
in         Queen of Peace church. 
Tues 20th – Wednesday 21st Oct      Dublin and Glendalough Synod meet in Taney  
         Parish Church. 
Thurs 22nd Oct      Select Vestry meets in Family Room at 8.00pm. 
Sun 25th Oct        8.30am Holy Communion 2; 11.00am Morning Prayer. 
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Building confidence through Drama, Song and Dance 

Musical Theatre, Drama, Songs, Modern Dance, Theatre Games.  

Speech and Drama Exams! 
 

Venue: St. Patrick’s National school, Vevay Rd, Bray. 
Days: Monday or Friday afternoon. 
Starting: Monday 7th September. 

 
To Secure your Child a Place, Call  01 2875745 

 
END OF YEAR SHOW @ MERMAID THEATRE, BRAY. 

You are invited to come along and try it out! 
 

Hazel Lowry  A.I.B.S.D 
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 Ministry Matters. Over the last couple of meetings we have been giving careful 
consideration to the ministry needs of the parish. It is clear to us that we are not in a 
position to appoint another curate given current financial difficulties. However it is 
also clear that there still remains a huge workload in the pastoral, youth and leadership 
aspects of the parish. We have been looking at the possibility of taking on a youth 
pastor to focus on the younger members of the parish thereby freeing the Rector to 
continue to focus on the pastoral and leadership roles. Such a position would be less 
costly than a curate but still involve considerable outlay. To help us clarify the need for 
and possible role of a Youth Pastor we are setting up a Youth Forum which will enable 
us to listen to the opinions of young people, parents, parishioners and the school 
communities we support. The Rector will be contacting all parishioners in the coming 
weeks with more details of this process. it is vital that everyone's opinions are heard 
and this can only happen if YOU engage with us on this very important decision. 
 
Worship and Liturgy   We as a vestry are delighted to have John Morris with us as 
Musical Director. We have all seen the growth and development of the parish choirs 
and we want to thank them all for their faithful leading of worship right through the 
summer months. We are, in keeping with the principles of our Focus Forward Plan, 
committed to providing a wide range of styles and genres of worship in our focus on 
being an all-age community. For those who only attend on occasional Sundays, you 
may not be aware of what happens on the other Sundays. 
There is a Holy Communion service every Sunday morning at 8.30am, with the 
traditional form used on the first and third Sundays. Also on the First and Third 
Sundays we have Holy Communion 2 at 11 o' clock. On the other Sundays of the 
month we have either Morning Prayer which tends to be more traditional with canticles 
and Psalms sung to traditional Anglican Chant; or the more relaxed contemporary 
Family service with the choirs not in their robes and powerpoint available for the 
Hymns and sermon. On the fifth Sunday We tend to have Healing services but the 
Rector is bringing Healing in as a natural part of morning worshp whatever the service 
type. The decision about such matters lies with the Rector and the Musical Director. 
  
The Tudors  As you would have seen in last month's In Touch the highly popular 
TVseries has been and gone. While the content of the Tudors series has caused concern 
to some, every effort has been made to ensure that the parts filmed within the Church 
environs were appropriate to a place of worship. The decision regarding the moral 
content of such uses of the Church lies with the Rector, the decision regarding the use 
of the Church for films in general lies with the select Vestry. We appreciate that there 
was significant disruption to the worship life of the church over the summer months 
with three Sundays directly affected. 
Thank you to those who supervised and oversaw the project. €16,000 was received for 
the two weeks use of the building which has been allocated by the Select Vestry for the 
General fund to help in meeting the significant shortfall is in our funds, particularly as 
there is no great prospect of running a major fundraiser at the moment. 
The Select Vestry exists to serve the parish by taking responsibility for the Fabric, 
Finance and operational costs of a very busy parish as we seek to grow forward 
together as a parish into an uncertain and challenging future.  
         Baden and Nicola 
>  
>  
>  
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